
The Leeds Tithe Map
Digital Resource

A guide to usage



1)

1) Allows you to view a single township, i.e. the area covered by one tithe map, in the tithe maps viewer.

Same as the ‘Jump to Township’ option in the main interface (see later).

2)

3)

4)

5)

2) Allows you to search for a single owner / occupier. Same as the search options under (see later).

3) Allows you to search for areas on the maps using a modern postcode reference.

On the project website (www.tracksintime.wyjs.org.uk), left-click the                                    link at 
the top of the left-hand menu. This will bring up the Tithe Map Digital Resource home page.

Here, there are 5 ‘Quick Launch’ options. These allow you to go straight to a particular feature in 
the resource or view a tithe map / part of a tithe map according to your selection.

Some of these options appear in the resource itself and we will look at them in more detail later.
For now, left-click 4) ‘Go directly to Tithe Maps’. This launches the main interface of the resource.

4) Launches the main interface. 5) Launches                       .

Getting Started



1.1. The Main Interface

Left: Tithe maps viewer Right: Modern map viewer

Centre: 6 features -
Zoom, Search Apportionments, Print View, Overview Map, Centred On, Jump to Township

NB. Clicking                    will return you to the home page.



1.2. Navigating The Maps:
Zoom

There are 10 zoom levels. To use, either:
i) Hold left mouse button and drag needle    .
ii) Left-click     and     buttons.

- Zooming in and out will alter the size of the visible area in the viewers.
- The zoom will be performed equally and simultaneously on both.
- The red square in ‘Overview Map’ demarcates the particular area you are focused on.
- This square will therefore become smaller the further in you zoom.



The ‘Centred On’ box provides further information about the area focused upon, namely 
the scale, grid reference, parish name, township name, tithe map reference, and date
the tithe map was drawn.



- Move the cursor over either the tithe maps viewer or modern map viewer.
- A hand symbol     will appear.
- Left-click, hold and drag the hand in any direction.
- This will allow you to pan across and view other parts of the maps.
- The red square in ‘Overview Map’ will move accordingly and the information in ‘Centred 

On’ will update.

1.3. Navigating The Maps: Panning



Click      or press F5 to refresh the page.

1. Have a play around with the pan and zoom functions. Try to find the places 
where you live, work, or are otherwise familiar with, and see how those areas have 
(or, indeed, have not) changed since the tithe maps were drawn. 

2. Using pan and zoom, see if you can locate the following:

a) Kirkstall Abbey at 1:1900 scale
b) Armley Mills at 1:2400 scale
c) Yeadon Tarn at 1:4800 scale
d) St Peter’s Church, Leeds at 1:1900 scale

Task 1



2.1. Data Tabs: Tithe Maps Viewer

Tithe Maps

Historic OS Mapping 
(earlier)

Historic OS Mapping 
(later)

Opens the viewer 
out into a single, 
large window. The 
tithe maps and 
historic OS maps 
can each be viewed 
in this format.



2.2. Data Tabs: Modern Map Viewer

Modern OS Mapping

Aerial Photography
(2006)

Multi-layered for viewing at 
different scales

Aerial Photography
(1999)

Historic
OS Mapping

NB. Unlike the tithe maps 
viewer, the modern map 
viewer does not have the 
option of opening a single, 
large window.

These datasets are the 
same as those in the tithe 
maps viewer



Click      or press F5 to refresh the page.

Task 2

1. Again, use pan and zoom to find a particular point of interest on the tithe map, 
perhaps one of the places you looked at in the previous task. Using the tabs that 
run across the top of the modern map viewer, compare your chosen feature to its 
equivalent in the:

a) Modern OS Mapping data
b) Historic OS Mapping data (earlier)
c) Historic OS Mapping data (later)
d) Aerial Photographic data (1999)
e) Aerial Photographic data (2006)

2. Explore this (or another) feature and its surrounding environment in greater detail 
using the ‘Large Map’ tab in the tithe maps viewer.



3. Searching The Tithe Apportionment Data

Click

This will bring up the ‘Search Interface’:

It has 4 tabs:

1. Quick Search

2. Advanced Search

3. Plot Name Search

4. Place Search



3.1.  Quick Search

‘Quick Search’ allows you to search the underlying apportionment data for a particular 
land owner or occupier using their first, last or full names.

Type in the name of the person you wish to find (e.g. “Davidson”), click the ‘Search’
button and, if the search is successful, the system will retrieve the relevant information.

A table will then appear containing all of the apportionment entries for the name 
searched (which is shown in bold ).



You are now able to discern 
that there was (probably) 
one person, a John 
Davidson, with the surname 
searched for. He owned and 
occupied 10 tithe plots of 
various sizes, a mixture of 
meadow, quarry, pasture & 
arable land, in the township 
of Pudsey.

The right-hand 
column in the table 
contains a Map link 
allowing you to view 
the discrete plots in 
the tithe maps 
viewer.

Comparison with 
OS data in the 
adjacent modern 
map viewer shows 
tithe plot 26 is now 
a cricket ground. 



Information about the selected plot will appear under the Plot Details tab if selected in the 
modern map viewer.

This is generated from the underlying apportionment data.



Highlight all of the tithe plots in the tithe maps viewer that were owned 
and / or occupied by the person searched:

Save (or open) the table as a Microsoft Excel        spreadsheet.

There are 3 option buttons running above the table of search results. Left-clicking these will:

Clear the results and allow you to start a new search.

Information about the 
selected plots will 
appear under the 
Highlighted tab in the 
modern map viewer.

Left-clicking one of  
the two buttons in the 
viewer will either return 
you to the table of 
results or clear the 
current selection.



Owners and occupiers can also be found by left-clicking on the letters in the Browse section 
of ‘Quick Search’.

1) Left-click on the surname 
initial of the person you wish 
to search for e.g. “Y”.

2) Left-click on their 
surname in the list that 
appears underneath.

3) A table showing all of the 
plots owned and / or 
occupied by people with that 
surname will appear as 
before.

A soundex search can also be performed if the box below 
the search bar is ticked. This is a ‘sounds-like’ search, used 
to find names which are phonetically similar e.g. “Smith” and 
“Smythe”. It is useful where the spelling of a name is 
uncertain but will result in a greater number of results.

Left-clicking the Useful tips for names link, which appears 
under the search bar, opens a box containing some handy 
tips to help you search.



Task 3

1. Have a go at searching the apportionment data, perhaps using your own 
surname as the search term. If this doesn’t return any results, you could try one of 
the more famous names that appears in the apportionments, Joshua Tetley.

2.i. Choose one of the entries and left-click the Map link in the right-hand column of 
the table. The plot will appear highlighted in the tithe map viewer, with the 
information about that plot appearing alongside. Left-click        to return to the 
search results.

2.ii. Similarly, click the                        button to display all of the tithe plots in the 
tithe maps viewer that were owned and / or occupied by the person searched. Then 
left-click                                 followed by               . 

3. Now see if you can reach the same set of results using the 
browse section of ‘Quick Search’.

Click      or press F5 to refresh the page and then left-click                  .



3.2.  Advanced Search

This option allows you to search the underlying apportionment data using more specific 
search criteria.

If owner and / or occupier names are known, this is a better way of isolating the particular 
person or persons you are interested in within the search results.

Again, a soundex search can be performed and the show examples link will provide some 
useful tips to help with your search.



Both parish and township 
names can be specified as 
part of an ‘Advanced 
Search’.

Searching either a parish or 
township name in isolation 
will return a table of all the 
tithe plots that fall within the 
specified area.

If owner or occupier names 
are detailed alongside the 
parish or township name, the 
search will return a list of all 
the tithe plots within the 
given area that are owned or 
occupied by people with the 
specified names.



3.3. Plot Name Search

This tool allows you to search for a particular field name or word. The name, where 
recorded in the apportionment data, may denote a previous owner, landscape feature, or 
the use to which the land was being put. Bear in mind that names change over time. 

You can use an asterisk (*) to help with your search
e.g. “H*y” will find “Hay” and “Hey”, “Reed*” will find “Reed” and “Reeds” etc.

As with the ‘Advanced Search’, combining the plot name with a township will limit the 
geographical area within which the search will be conducted.

Again, a soundex search can be performed and the Explanation of Plot Name link will 
provide some useful tips to help with your search.



3.4. Place Search

This tool allows you to find all of the tithe plots within a particular township, thereby 
simplifying one of the features of the ‘Advanced Search’.



Task 4

1. Using the ‘Advanced Search’ , see if you can find:
i. the number of owners with the surname “Smith” in the township of Horsforth, 
Guiseley.

ii. the number of occupiers with the surname “Whitfield” in the parish of Spofforth.

2. Using ‘Plot Name Search’ , see if you can find:
the number of fields called “Shoulder of Mutton” in the township of Pudsey, 
Calverley.

3. Using ‘Place Search’ , see if you can find:
the number of tithe plots in the township of Alwoodley, Harewood.

Click      or press F5 to refresh the page.



It draws on the 
apportionment data to 
provide information about 
the plot currently centred 
on (indicated by the 
flashing cursor      ).

4. Data Tabs: Modern Map Viewer

The Plot Details Tab
works in tandem with the 
map displayed in the left-
hand viewer (if ‘Tithe 
Maps’ selected).

Zooming out to a scale
of 1:40,000 or greater
will provide the relevant 
township and parish
names only.



The Show More Tab draws on 
the underlying apportionment 
data as well.

It presents 4 tick-box options 
which, when selected, highlight 
parts of the tithe map according 
to different criteria.

In so doing, more information is 
revealed about the area under 
focus.

The options use colour-coding to 
show land owners and land use, 
and coloured outlines to show 
township and plot boundaries.

The township boundaries option 
can also be used in conjunction 
with the other 3.

Left: Map showing landowners 
(per tithe plot).



Left: Map of land use. Industrial 
areas can be seen to follow the 
river, with woodland surrounding 
the tributaries that flow into it and 
arable / pasture fields on either 
side.

Left: Map showing township 
boundaries (red) and tithe plots 
(blue).



Task 5
Click      or press F5 to refresh the page.

Experiment with the 4 colour-coding and coloured outline options in the 
‘Show More’ tab.

Use the colour-coding to find out who the land owners were in the mid-
nineteenth century in the township of your choice.

Also, have a look at what the land was used for in that township. Does this 
differ markedly from that of today or have usage patterns remained 
consistent over time?



5. And Finally…
A few other features include:

Left-clicking the View Original Map link allows you to view 
the original tithe map documents by directing you to a 
gallery of all the plans. From here, clicking on the relevant 
tithe map thumbnail will open it up in a separate window.

Left-clicking Print View launches a printable document 
containing:
1) a large image of the part of the tithe map being viewed;
2) a smaller image of the corresponding modern OS data;
3) information (township, parish, grid reference, year 
created etc.) about the tithe map and area being viewed.


